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Teaser If you want to end your marriage, you can ask for a
divorce of your marriage.

Volltext In order to end your existing marriage, you must file
for divorce in family court. In doing so, you must be
represented by a lawyer. There is no requirement to be
represented by a lawyer for the approval of the divorce
petition. 

The family court pronounces the divorce if the legal
requirements are met. If both spouses file for divorce
by mutual consent or if the respondent agrees to the
divorce, the local court will divorce the marriage,
provided that the so-called separation year has been
lived through. In the case of contentious proceedings,
the court decides in accordance with the law on the
basis of the facts of the individual case.

Erforderliche Unterlagen • Identity card or passport
  • Marriage certificate 

Original or certified copy

Voraussetzungen A prerequisite for the divorce of your marriage is that it
has failed. 

The marriage has failed if your cohabitation no longer
exists and you and your spouse cannot be expected to
restore it. 

By law, this is irrefutably presumed if you and your
spouse have been living apart for at least three years.
In addition, a marriage is presumed to have broken
down if you and your spouse have lived apart for one
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year and you both file for divorce or your spouse
agrees to the divorce. 

If you and your spouse have been living apart for less
than three years and your spouse does not consent to
the divorce, you must state and prove that the
marriage has broken down. 

The court may divorce the marriage regardless of the
duration of the separation if the continuation of the
marriage would cause you undue hardship for reasons
related to your spouse.

Kosten Court costs and attorney's fees - both are based on the
amount in dispute

Verfahrensablauf The divorce petition must be filed with the family court
by your lawyer, usually after the separation period of
at least one year. 

  • The court then serves the petition on the opposing
party to the divorce. There is no attorney requirement
for approval of the divorce petition. 
  • As a rule, the divorce settlement also includes the
equalization of pensions, i.e. the fair division of the
pension rights acquired by the spouses during the
marriage. To this end, the Local Court will ex officio
request you and your spouse to inform it of your
pension providers and will then ask the pension
providers for information on the pension rights
acquired by you and your spouse during the marriage. 
  • In addition, you and your spouse may also file other
subsequent matters in the divorce proceedings, e.g.
the subsequent matters of equalization of gains or
postmarital maintenance. 
  • At the hearing on the petition for divorce, you and
your spouse will generally be heard in person on the
prerequisites for divorce. 
  • If the requirements for divorce are met, the family
court will pronounce the divorce by order.

Bearbeitungsdauer Due to the specified procedure, at least 3 months,
depending on the individual case.

Frist There is no deadline.
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weiterführende
Informationen For information on divorce see 

https://www.bmfsfj.de/ [https://www.bmfsfj.de/]
https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/meta/search/72628!sear
ch?state=H4sIAAAAAAAAAFWOuQ6CQBiEX8VMvYUoRtz
OKNYUdMZiZX-OBHd1Dy_Cu7sQCyi_OTLTQQpHJ6Nv4
Mq3LRs511Ma3Jzebp6YKt7S_iWMPAYHvBStpVFMn6TcT
CxFQc6Cd1hvd3ECfka0ijZJjEvPUDfOZmQyUYVGtGR4eD
IfcKQ1CV_WdPWqAsO3uR-0DBkEsNqEI7CFNrSQZAuM2
8PsQSvrjGiU-x_of6vZnoLwAAAA&newSearch=true&que
ry=scheidung

Hinweise Please consult a lawyer.

Rechtsbehelf

Kurztext

Ansprechpunkt

Zuständige Stelle

Formulare

Ursprungsportal Serviceportal der Freien Hansestadt Bremen, Service
portal of the Free Hanseatic City of Bremen
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