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Begriffe im Kontext

Leistungstyp Leistungsobjekt mit Verrichtung

Leistungsgruppierung Anerkennung Ausländischer Berufsqualifikationen
(150)

Verrichtungskennung Feststellung (037)

SDG-Informationsbereich Anerkennung von Qualifikationen zum Zwecke der
Beschäftigung in einem anderen Mitgliedstaat

Lagen Portalverbund Anerkennung ausländischer Berufsqualifikationen
(1040400), Berufsausbildung (1030200)

Einheitlicher
Ansprechpartner

Ja

Fachlich freigegeben am 30.11.2020

Fachlich freigegen durch Federal Ministry of Education and Research

Handlungsgrundlage https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bbig_2005/__50a.h
tml
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bqfg/__2.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/aufenthg_2004/__8
1a.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bbig_2005/__50a.h
tml
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bqfg/__2.html

Teaser Do you have a training qualification from abroad? You
can apply to the Chambers of Industry and Commerce
(IHK) in Germany for official recognition of your
training qualification!

Volltext You can have a training qualification from abroad
officially recognized in Germany by the Chambers of
Industry and Commerce (IHK). The procedure for
recognition is called: Gleichwertigkeitsfeststellung
(BQFG).

Please note: Your training qualification must be
state-recognized in the state where you trained.
Informal or non-formal qualifications cannot be
officially recognized in Germany.
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In the equivalence assessment, the Chamber of
Industry and Commerce (IHK) compares your training
qualification with a specific German training
qualification. The German training qualification must
match your training qualification. Important criteria in
the comparison are the content and duration of the
training.

You will receive a notification of the result of the
procedure. The notification will list any existing
vocational qualifications and any qualifications that
may still be lacking. The certificate makes your foreign
training qualification transparent for employers and
thus increases your chances on the labor market. For
skilled workers abroad outside the European Union
(EU), the European Economic Area (EEA) and
Switzerland, a recognition procedure is usually a
prerequisite for the issuance of a visa.

There are around 350 different training qualifications
within the scope of the Chambers of Industry and
Commerce (IHK) in Germany. A list of training
qualifications can be found, for example, on the
website of the IHK FOSA. To apply for an equivalence
determination, you must identify a German training
qualification. This German training qualification must
match your training qualification. That is why it is
important to get detailed advice before you submit an
application.

You can get individual initial advice on the application,
procedure, costs and duration as well as possibilities
for financial support from the local Chambers of
Industry and Commerce (IHK). The counseling centers
of the IQ network ("Integration through Qualification"),
the labor administration and other municipal offices
also provide information on the recognition of foreign
qualifications.

You submit the application to the responsible Chamber
of Industry and Commerce (IHK). There are 79 IHKs in
Germany. For 76 IHK in Germany, the IHK FOSA in
Nuremberg is centrally responsible for determining the
equivalence. Exceptions are the IHK Hannover, the IHK
Braunschweig and the IHK
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Wuppertal-Solingen-Remscheid.

You can also apply for an equivalence determination
from abroad.

For degrees from Austria and France, there is the
possibility of a simplified equivalence determination, as
special agreements exist with these countries. To do
this, you must contact your local IHK. You can find out
which IHK is responsible for you under "Further
information".

Notice: As an employer in Germany, you can apply for
an accelerated skilled worker procedure for skilled
workers from third countries. You apply for the
procedure with the power of attorney of the skilled
worker at the responsible foreigners authority at your
company headquarters in Germany. In this accelerated
procedure for skilled workers, among other things, the
determination of equivalence at the IHK is accelerated.
There are additional fees for the accelerated skilled
worker procedure.

Erforderliche Unterlagen For the standard procedure:

• Proof of identity (identity card, passport, change of
name).
• Curriculum vitae
• Certificate of graduation including list of subjects
• Proof of relevant work experience (work certificates,
work books)
• Other proof of qualifications (courses, retraining,
further training)
• Contents of the training (especially framework
curriculum)
• Information on any application for equivalence that
may already have been submitted. Then state the
office to which you have submitted the application.
• You do not yet live or work in the EU, the EEA or
Switzerland? Then you must provide evidence: You
want to work in Germany in the profession. Evidence
can be, for example: Applications for jobs and
invitations to interviews, a personal statement about
your intention, proof of a location consultation from
the Central Service Office for Professional Recognition
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(ZSBA).

For the accelerated skilled worker procedure:

• Documents for the standard procedure
• additionally a power of attorney according to § 81a
AufenthG

Additional documents may be requested by the IHK
during the course of the recognition procedure. This is
usually done because of country-specific features of
your training. The IHK will inform you in which form
you have to submit the documents in each case. In
most cases, you will have to submit simple copies. If
your documents are not in German, you must submit
German translations of your documents. The
translations must be made by translators who are
publicly appointed or sworn.

Voraussetzungen • You have a state-recognized training qualification
from abroad. The training qualification must be
attributable to a German training qualification in the
area of the Chamber of Industry and Commerce.
• You want to work in Germany.

Kosten For the standard procedure:

• Cost range: EUR 100 - 600

For the accelerated skilled worker procedure:

• Cost range: EUR 500 - 1,200

In addition, you personally may incur further costs (e.g.
for translations or certifications). These costs vary
individually.

Verfahrensablauf The application for equivalence determination together
with all necessary documents is received by the
responsible Chamber of Industry and Commerce (IHK)
and the IHK checks the equivalence of the training
qualification:

• The IHK compares your foreign training qualification
with the German training qualification.
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• If your training qualification is equivalent, it will be
recognized. You will receive the notification of
equivalence (notification of recognition).
• If there are significant differences to the German
training qualification, the proven work experience or
other relevant evidence (e.g. further training) will also
be examined. In this way, full equivalence can be
established in many cases.
• If full equivalence cannot be established, the
educational qualification will not be recognized. You
will receive a notice about the differences to the
German training qualification. You can use this notice
to obtain further qualifications and later submit a new
application for an equivalence determination.
• If your training qualification is not equivalent at all,
the application will be rejected.

Bearbeitungsdauer In the standard procedure: The IHK confirms after a
maximum of one month that your documents have
arrived. At the same time, the responsible office will
inform you whether any documents are missing and, if
so, which ones. The letter is also accompanied by the
fee notice with the necessary payment information. If
all the required documents are available, the
procedure should take a maximum of 3 months. In
individual cases, the procedure may be extended once.
In the accelerated skilled worker procedure: The IHK
will confirm after a maximum of 2 weeks that your
documents have arrived. The IHK will inform you
whether any documents are missing and, if so, which
ones. The letter is also accompanied by the fee notice
with the necessary payment information. If all required
documents are available, the procedure should take a
maximum of 2 months. In individual cases, the
procedure may be extended once. In the accelerated
skilled worker procedure, all communication takes
place via the responsible foreigners authority.

Frist • Sometimes documents are still missing in the
procedure. The IHK will then inform you by when you
have to submit the documents. • If you want to take
legal action against the decision of the IHK: You can file
an appeal in writing within 4 weeks after receiving the
decision
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weiterführende
Informationen https://www.ihk-fosa.de/

https://www.hannover.ihk.de/ausbildung-weiterbildun
g/fachkraefte/anerkennung-abschluesse.html
https://www.braunschweig.ihk.de/aus-und-weiterbildu
ng/fachkraeftesicherung/anerkennung-auslaendischer-
bildungsabschluesse-4039362
https://www.bergische.ihk.de/aus-weiterbildung/fachkr
aefteportal/anerkennung-auslaendischer-abschluesse/
gleichstellung-3436056
https://www.ihk-fosa.de/fuer-antragstellende/beratung
/
https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/de/f
achkraefte.php
https://www.ahk.de/wir-foerdern/berufsanerkennung
https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/de/f
inanzielle-foerderung.php

Hinweise

Rechtsbehelf • Objection
• Administrative court action

You can take legal action against the decision of the
IHK. The decision will then be reviewed. We
recommend that you first talk to the IHK before taking
legal action against the decision.

Kurztext • Equivalency assessment for foreign training
qualifications in the area of the Chambers of Industry
and Commerce (IHK)
• Foreign training qualifications can be officially
recognized in Germany by means of the Equivalency
Assessment pursuant to the Vocational Qualifications
Assessment Act
(Berufsqualifikationsfeststellungsgesetz, BQFG).
• An application is not dependent on nationality,
residence or residency status. The application can also
be made from abroad.
• Advice on occupational recognition and the
appropriate German training qualification is available
from a local IHK and other advice centers.
• The Chambers of Industry and Commerce (IHK) are
responsible for determining equivalence. For most
IHKs in Germany, the IHK FOSA ("Foreign Skills
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Approval") in Nuremberg is centrally responsible for
determining equivalency. Exceptions are the IHK
Hannover, IHK Braunschweig and
Wuppertal-Solingen-Remscheid.
• Employers in Germany who wish to hire a skilled
worker from a third country can apply for an
accelerated skilled worker procedure at the Foreigners
Authority with the power of attorney of the skilled
worker. The accelerated procedure for skilled workers
includes the procedure for the recognition of the
foreign professional qualification. In the accelerated
procedure for skilled workers, shortened deadlines
apply for the determination of equivalence at the IHK.

Ansprechpunkt If you are abroad: You can also reach the Central
Service Point for Professional Recognition (ZSBA) via
the "Working and Living in Germany" hotline. The ZSBA
offers you in-depth advice and support in the
recognition process and provides location advice.
https://www.ihk-fosa.de/fuer-antragstellende/beratung
/
https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/de/
beratung.php
https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/html/de/
hotline.php

Zuständige Stelle You can find the Chamber of Industry and Commerce
(IHK) responsible for you in the "Recognition Finder" on
the "Recognition in Germany" portal. Enter the German
training qualification for which you would like to apply
for recognition here.
https://www.anerkennung-in-deutschland.de/de/intere
st/finder/profession

Formulare • Written form required: no
• Personal appearance required: no
• Forms:
https://www.ihk-fosa.de/fileadmin/Dateien/Antragsfor
mulare/IHK_FOSA_Antrag_S.pdf
https://www.ihk-fosa.de/fileadmin/Dateien/Antragsfor
mular/IHK_FOSA_Application_Form_S.pdf
https://www.ihk-fosa.de/fileadmin/Dateien/Antragsfor
mulare/IHK_FOSA_Folgeantrag_S.pdf
https://www.hannover.ihk.de/blueprint/servlet/resourc
e/blob/5224542/3c9b06e463f4b04a01f749f209d22da7/
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bqfg-antrag-data.pdf
https://www.hannover.ihk.de/blueprint/servlet/resourc
e/blob/5224558/ff0396230194142140cc6e49ed16f744/
bqfg-folgeantrag-data.pdf
https://www.ihk-fosa.de/fileadmin/Dateien/Antragsfor
mular/IHK_FOSA_Antrag_P.pdf
https://www.ihk-fosa.de/fileadmin/Dateien/Antragsfor
mular/IHK_FOSA_Folgeantrag_P.pdf

Ursprungsportal Training professions under the jurisdiction of the
Chambers of Industry and Commerce (IHK), have
foreign professional qualifications recognized,
Ausbildungsberufe in Zuständigkeit der Industrie- und
Handelskammern (IHK), ausländische
Berufsqualifikation anerkennen lassen
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