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in der Union, auch im Zusammenhang mit Renten

Lagen Portalverbund Existenzsicherung und staatliche Unterstützung
(1140100), Rente (1180200)

Einheitlicher
Ansprechpartner

Nein

Fachlich freigegeben am 29.07.2022

Fachlich freigegen durch Ministry of Labor, Health and Social Affairs NRW

Handlungsgrundlage https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_12/BJNR30230
0003.html#BJNR302300003BJNG000300000
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_12/BJNR30230
0003.html#BJNR302300003BJNG000300000

Teaser If your income in old age (pension) or in the event of a
full reduction in earning capacity is not sufficient to
cover your basic living costs, you can apply for basic
income support.

Volltext You can receive financial support through basic income
support in old age and in the event of reduced earning
capacity. This helps you to finance your living expenses
and covers the socio-cultural minimum subsistence
level. It is a social welfare benefit and fulfills the same
function as assistance with living expenses, but for a
special group of people. You can receive basic income
support if you have reached the age limit (this limit is
between 66-67 years) or if you are over 18 years old
and permanently fully incapacitated for work. You can
also receive benefits for the period during which you

• undergo the entry procedure and vocational training
in a workshop for people with disabilities or with
another service provider or

• are in a training relationship for which you receive a
budget for training.

In addition, the person seeking benefits must be in
need of assistance and have their habitual residence in
Germany.

The amount of basic income support depends on your
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individual needs and your available income and assets.
Benefits can only be granted if you are in need. The
basic income support basically covers various needs,
These include

• the relevant standard requirement
• needs for accommodation and heating, insofar as
they are reasonable
• additional needs, such as
• Additional needs for:

1. possession of a severely disabled person's pass with
the G mark, or
2. Illness, if a special diet is required for medical
reasons
3. pregnancy

• One-off needs in special situations (e.g. initial
furnishings for the home)
• Needs for health/nursing care insurance

Erforderliche Unterlagen • Completed application
• Proof of income/assets
• Tenancy agreement/current rent change
letters/current utility and heating bills
• Proof of current expenses
• If available: Disability certificate
• If available, when applying for full reduction in
earning capacity: legal opinion/notice from the pension
provider or pension insurance about a permanent, full
reduction in earning capacity
• If available: Initial pension decision
• Further documents if applicable

Voraussetzungen You have your habitual residence in Germany

• Your income and assets are not sufficient to enable
you to support yourself.

• You have reached the age limit (66-67 years) or are
over 18 years old and permanently fully disabled, or
are undergoing the entry procedure and vocational
training in a workshop for disabled people or with
another service provider.
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Kosten Abgabe: Es fallen keine Kosten an

Verfahrensablauf • You submit the application for basic income support
in old age and in the event of reduced earning capacity
to your local or supra-local social assistance provider
(social welfare office) or via the online portal.
• You submit the supporting documents requested by
the social welfare agency. You will find a list of the
documents to be submitted in the benefit application
form.
• The competent authority will check your application
and calculate your needs and the benefits to which you
are entitled.
• If you have submitted an application for permanent
full reduction in earning capacity, the relevant evidence
will be checked or obtained from your pension
insurance provider.
• The competent authority will decide on your
application and inform you of the result. You will
receive a corresponding notification from your
competent authority.
• If your application is approved, you will receive a
notice of approval; if it is rejected, you will receive a
notice of rejection.
• In both cases, the notification will contain the reasons
for the decision. It also contains information about the
possibility of lodging an appeal against the decision
(information on legal remedies). This includes
information on the deadline within which you can
lodge an appeal.
• The approval notice contains the amount of the
benefit to be paid and the start date for payment.
From the date stated, the benefits to which you are
entitled will generally be made available to you by the
competent institution at the beginning of the month.

Bearbeitungsdauer 6 Monat(e)
The processing time depends on the specifics of the
individual case.

Frist You can receive benefits from the first of the month in
which you submit your application. The benefit is
generally approved for twelve calendar months. If you
meet the requirements but the examination of your
application is time-consuming, you can also receive
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provisional approval for six months. However, a
provisional decision must be made on the provision of
cash benefits if it has been established that a person
falls within the personal scope of Chapter 4 of SGB XII
and 1. a longer period of time is likely to be required to
establish the other requirements for entitlement to
cash benefits and the other requirements for
entitlement are sufficiently likely to be met, or 2. an
entitlement to cash benefits exists on the merits and a
longer period of time is likely to be required to
determine its amount. After the end of the approval
period, no new application is required for the
continued granting of basic security benefits, but
income and assets are re-examined before each
continued approval.

weiterführende
Informationen

Title:Guidelines of the Federal Ministry of Labor &
Social Affairs

URL:
https://www.bmas.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/Publ
ika-
tionen/a207-sozialhilfe-und-grundsicherung.pdf?__blob
=publication- File&v=1

optional additional information on the linked website:

Name:FAQs of the German Pension Insurance URL:
https://www.deutsche-rentenversicher-
ung.de/DRV/DE/Rente/Allgemeine-Informationen/Wiss
enswertes-
zur-Rente/FAQs/Grundsicherung/Grundsicher-
ung_Liste.html#bb6afe43-ea61-49d6-8c63-419588b1a9
66

Hinweise Further information can be found below:
https://www.deutsche-rentenversicherung.de/DRV/DE/
Rente/Allgemeine-Informationen/Rentenarten-und-Leis
tungen/Grundsicherung/Grundsicherung.html
https://www.deutsche-rentenversicherung.de/DRV/DE/
Rente/Allgemeine-Informationen/Rentenarten-und-Leis
tungen/Grundsicherung/Grundsicherung.html

Rechtsbehelf Appeal, action for annulment and action for
performance: Further information on how to lodge an
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objection can be found in the notification of your
application

Kurztext • Applying for basic income support in old age and in
the event of reduced earning capacity
• Social benefits that cover the basic living expenses of
older people who have exceeded the age limit for a
standard old-age pension (67 years) or
• persons who are permanently fully disabled after
reaching the age of 18.

is secured.

You can also receive benefits for the period in which
you

• are undergoing the entry procedure and vocational
training in a workshop for people with disabilities or
with another service provider or
• are in a training relationship for which you receive a
budget for training.

Persons born before January 1, 1947 reach the age
limit when they reach the age of 65. For people born
after December 31, 1946, the age limit is gradually
raised to 67 (see table in Section 41 (2) SGB XII).

Ansprechpunkt Social welfare office of your district or independent city

Local or supra-local social welfare agency or social
welfare office

Zuständige Stelle

Formulare Informal application possible: Yes Personal appearance
necessary: No

Ursprungsportal Apply for basic income support in old age and in the
event of reduced earning capacity (social assistance),
Grundsicherung im Alter und bei Erwerbsminderung
(Sozialhilfe) beantragen
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