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Declaration of renunciation of German citizenship

Authorization for habitual residence abroad

Declaring renunciation of German citizenship in the

event of habitual residence abroad
1 - Bund: Regelung und Vollzug
Bund

fachlich freigegeben (silber)

unbestimmter Freigabestatus

Leistungsobjekt mit Verrichtung

Genehmigung (6)

nicht SDG-relevant
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Lagen Portalverbund Ausweise (1070100), Auswanderung (1120300)

Einheitlicher Nein
Ansprechpartner

Fachlich freigegeben am 27.03.2025
Fachlich freigegen durch Federal Office of Administration (BVA)

Handlungsgrundlage https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/stag/__26.html
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/bvwag/__5.html

Teaser If you live abroad and have several citizenships, you
can submit a declaration of renunciation of German
citizenship under certain conditions.

Volltext If you live abroad, have several citizenships and wish to
renounce your German citizenship, you can submit a
declaration of renunciation of German citizenship. If
the renunciation can be approved, you will be issued
with a certificate of renunciation.

Permission will not be granted if you belong to the
following professional groups, among others:

« active civil servants,
* judges,
* soldiers,

unless you have been living abroad permanently for at
least 10 years.

If you are a minor, you can only renounce your
German citizenship with the approval of the German
family court responsible for you (at the local court).
Minors from the age of 16 and up to the age of 18
must expressly agree to the declaration of
renunciation.

You can also appoint an authorized person, for
example a lawyer, to make your declaration. You must
submit a power of attorney for this.

Erforderliche Unterlagen For the declaration of renunciation you must submit

* possible proof of German citizenship: German
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identity card German passport (last) certificate of
citizenship.

* Possible proof of possession of the other nationality
and permanent residence: foreign identity card foreign
passport (foreign) certificate of citizenship foreign
registration confirmation

« for minors: Approval from the German family court
Consent of the minor (from the age of 16 and up to the
age of 18) to the declaration of renunciation

Notes:

Unless otherwise stated, please enclose the
documents and evidence as officially or notarized
copies. For the online declaration, you first need simple
electronic copies. The Federal Office of Administration
(BVA) will only request any necessary documents and
evidence in the form of certified copies in the online
procedure after the declaration has been submitted.

Voraussetzungen Declarations of renunciation of German citizenship can
be submitted by

« Germans with habitual residence abroad who hold
several nationalities

Further requirements:

« for minors: Approval of the German family court (at
the local court) Consent of the minor (from the age of
16 and up to the age of 18) to the declaration of
renunciation

Note:

If you are liable for military service in Germany, you
need the consent of the Federal Office of Bundeswehr
Personnel Management. This will be obtained from the
Federal Office of Administration (BVA).

Kosten Free of charge.

Please note that you may incur additional costs for the
procurement of documents, translations and
notarizations.
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Verfahrensablauf You or your authorized representative can declare your

renunciation of German citizenship in writing at the
competent German diplomatic mission abroad, directly
in writing or online at the Federal Office of
Administration (BVA).

Written declaration:

* You can download the form from the BVA website.
* If you live in Germany, please contact your local city
or district administration. They will provide you with
the appropriate declaration forms.

« If you wish, the local diplomatic mission abroad can
help you fill out the form.

« Complete the form in full and sign it.

+ Submit the signed declaration by post or in person
together with the required supporting documents to
your local German diplomatic mission abroad.

* However, it is not compulsory to contact the
diplomatic mission abroad. You can also send the
declaration directly to the BVA by post.

* The BVA will check your declaration and inform you if
further documents and information are required to
process the declaration.

Online declaration:

* Go to the website of the federal portal and fill in the
form for renouncing German citizenship electronically.
Note: You will need your ID card with PIN number for
the online function.

* Attach the other required documents as a file.

* Send off your declaration.

* The BVA will check your declaration and request any
necessary documents as certified copies.

Completion of the procedure (in writing and online):

* If your waiver declaration is approved, the BVA will
send your waiver certificate to your competent
German diplomatic mission abroad. They will inform
you about the further procedure for handing over the
certificate.

* You will lose your German citizenship when the
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renunciation certificate is handed over. Your German
identity documents will then become invalid. They will
be confiscated by the diplomatic mission abroad.

* If your declaration of renunciation is not granted, you
will receive a notice of refusal.

Bearbeitungsdauer 2 - 3 Monat(e)

Frist There is no deadline.

weiterfuhrende https://www.bva.bund.de/DE/Services/Buerger/Auswei
Informationen s-Dokumente-Recht/Staatsangehoerigkeit/Verzicht/Ver

zicht_node.htm
https://www.bva.bund.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/
Buerger/Ausweis-Dokumente-Recht/Staatsangehoerigk
eit/Verzicht/MerkblattV.html
https://www.bva.bund.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/
Buerger/Ausweis-Dokumente-Recht/Staatsangehoerigk
eit/Datenschutz.html
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/de/service/konsulari
nfo/beurkundungen-beglaubigungen

Hinweise There are no indications or special features.
Rechtsbehelf + Contradiction
Kurztext * If you have more than one nationality, you have the

option of renouncing your German nationality

* Declarations can be made: Germans with habitual
residence abroad, who have several nationalities and
wish to renounce their German citizenship

* Advice if required from the competent diplomatic
mission abroad or the Federal Office of Administration
* Authorization for the declaration to third parties

possible
Ansprechpunkt
Zustandige Stelle
Formulare
Ursprungsportal Verzichtserklarung auf die deutsche
Staatsangehorigkeit Genehmigung bei gewdhnlichem
Aufenthalt im Ausland, Declaration of renunciation of
German citizenship Authorization for habitual
residence abroad
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