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Leistungsbezeichnung I Reimbursement of contributions Authorization
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insurance

Typisierung 1 - Bund: Regelung und Vollzug

Quellredaktion Bund
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Freigabestatus Bibliothek unbestimmter Freigabestatus

Begriffe im Kontext

Leistungstyp Leistungsobjekt mit Verrichtung

Leistungsgruppierung
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SDG-Informationsbereich Haftungs- und Pflichtversicherungsbestimmungen im
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Lagen Portalverbund Gesundheitsvorsorge (1130100), Krankheit (1130200)

Einheitlicher
Ansprechpartner

Nein

Fachlich freigegeben am 22.04.2025

Fachlich freigegen durch Federal Ministry of Health (BMG)

Handlungsgrundlage https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/sgb_5/__231.html
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https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/kvlg_1989/__40.ht
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https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/kvlg_1989/__42.ht
ml

Teaser If you have paid too much for your statutory health
insurance and long-term care insurance, you can apply
for a refund from your health insurance fund.

Volltext The contribution you pay for your statutory health
insurance and social long-term care insurance is
determined by your financial capacity. The statutory
income threshold sets the upper limit. An annual
income above this limit does not increase your
insurance contribution any further. The statutory
income threshold is adjusted regularly.

In certain cases, you may have paid contributions
above the income threshold. Your health insurance
fund will then reimburse you for the excess
contributions to health and long-term care insurance
upon request.

This is usually the case if your health insurance fund
was not aware of your actual income when it levied the
contributions - for example, because

  • you had other income in addition to your regular
salary
  • you are self-employed or
  • you have income from letting and leasing.

Reimbursement of contributions for employees subject
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to compulsory insurance  
Your health insurance fund will automatically inform
you if there are any indications that you may have paid
too much in contributions. The health insurance fund
will then also tell you how you can apply for a refund of
contributions and what information and proof is
required.  
As a rule, your health insurance fund will contact you
after you have received the annual report for the
previous calendar year from your employer in
February. Alternatively, you can contact your health
insurance fund directly if, for example, you have not
received a notification or suspect from your
documents that you have paid too much in
contributions.  
If you are employed and subject to compulsory
insurance and have other income in addition to your
salary, this income is also subject to contributions - but
only up to the contribution assessment ceiling. This is
the case, for example, with

  • Pension payments such as company pensions,
  • Pensions from statutory pension insurance,
  • income from part-time self-employment.

In addition, one-off payments, such as bonuses, can
lead to changes in the obligation to pay contributions
for the previous months of the calendar year.

If you receive a pension from the statutory pension
insurance scheme in addition to your salary, you may
pay too much in contributions from your pension. The
reason for this is that the contribution assessment
ceiling cannot be taken into account for both incomes
together in this case.

Reimbursement of contributions for voluntarily insured
persons

If you are voluntarily insured, you must apply directly
to your health insurance fund for a refund of overpaid
contributions for health and long-term care insurance.
This applies, among other things, to people who have
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paid contributions to health and long-term care
insurance in excess of the contribution assessment
ceiling for

  • self-employment
  • Income from letting and leasing

The prerequisite is that your actual income subject to
contributions was below the contribution assessment
ceiling.

Erforderliche Unterlagen If you are employed subject to compulsory insurance
and have additional income:

  • Your employer's payslip for the previous calendar
year

If you are voluntarily insured:

  • Tax assessment notice for the calendar year for
which you are applying for a refund

Further documents may be required in individual
cases. Please contact your statutory health insurance
fund for more information.

Voraussetzungen You can apply for reimbursement of contributions for
statutory health insurance if

  • you are employed and subject to compulsory
insurance and
  • your insurance contributions are also based on the
part of your pension, your income from part-time
self-employment or your pension that is above the
contribution assessment ceiling.

Or:
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  • You are voluntarily insured;
  • You are self-employed or work on a freelance basis;
  • You earn income from letting and leasing and
  • Your actual income was less than the income
threshold on the basis of which your health insurance
fund calculated the contribution for voluntary health
insurance.

Kosten You do not have to pay anything for the application.

Verfahrensablauf The procedure differs for employees subject to
compulsory insurance and those with voluntary
insurance.  
If you are employed and subject to compulsory
insurance:

  • Your health insurance fund has a legal obligation to
inform you if your other income in the previous
calendar year has exceeded the income threshold. The
health insurance fund is able to do this after you have
received the annual report for the previous calendar
year from your employer in February.
  • Your health insurance fund will tell you how you can
apply for a refund of contributions and what
information and proof is required. Alternatively, you
can contact your health insurance fund yourself if, for
example, you have not been notified or suspect from
your documents that you have paid too much in
contributions.
  • You can apply for a refund of contributions by post,
e-mail or online on the health insurance company's
portal.
  • The health insurance company will check whether
you are entitled to a refund of contributions and
inform you of the result.
  • The health insurance company will reimburse you
for any overpaid contributions.

If you have voluntary statutory health insurance:

  • Contact your health insurance fund to find out how
you can apply for a refund of contributions. As a rule,
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you can submit the application by post and - with many
statutory health insurance companies - hand it in
personally at the office or submit it online.
  • Complete the application form from your statutory
health insurance fund and submit it to the health
insurance fund together with the required documents.
  • If necessary, you can also apply informally for
reimbursement from certain health insurance
companies. To do this, write an informal letter to your
health insurance fund and state the account number
(IBAN) of the bank account to which the contributions
are to be refunded. The health insurance fund may ask
you to provide further details and submit supporting
documents.
  • The health insurance fund will check whether you
are entitled to a refund of contributions and inform
you of the result.
  • The health insurance fund will reimburse you for any
overpaid contributions.

Bearbeitungsdauer Processing normally takes around 4 to 7 working days.
In order to process and decide quickly, your health
insurance company must have the necessary
information and any required documents in a
complete and meaningful form. The health insurance
company decides on applications promptly, whereby
the statutory processing period is adhered to in order
to protect patients' rights. Please note that the
processing time stated is an average value for all
health insurance companies. It may vary in individual
cases. The exact processing time also depends on the
complexity of the individual case and may be longer.
The same applies if documents or records are sent to
you or your health insurance company by post.

Frist For employees subject to compulsory insurance: As a
rule, your health insurance fund will inform you of the
possibility of reimbursement at the end of the
respective calendar year after it has received the
annual notification from your employer in February. In
addition, a limitation period of 4 years applies to the
reimbursement of contributions. For example, you can
apply for a refund of contributions that you have paid
in excess since 01.01.2025 until 31.12.2028. For
voluntarily insured persons: You can only apply for a
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refund after the end of the calendar year for which you
paid the contributions. You must apply for the refund
within the following 3 years.

weiterführende
Informationen

https://www.gkv-spitzenverband.de/service/beratung_
und_information/beratung_und_information.jsp

Hinweise

Rechtsbehelf • Objection
  • Action before the social court

Kurztext • Employees subject to compulsory insurance can
apply to their health insurance fund/nursing care fund
for a refund of overpaid contributions from pension
payments, earned income or pension.
  • Proof: employer's payslip for the previous calendar
year
  • Reimbursement of contributions also possible for
voluntarily insured persons 
    • with income from self-employment (earned
income)
    • Income from letting and leasing
    • Proof: tax assessment notice for the calendar year
for which a refund is requested

Ansprechpunkt

Zuständige Stelle

Formulare

Ursprungsportal Reimbursement of contributions Authorization,
Erstattung von Beiträgen Bewilligung
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