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Einheitlicher
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Fachlich freigegeben am 14.04.2025

Fachlich freigegen durch Federal Ministry of the Interior and for Home Affairs
(BMI)

Handlungsgrundlage https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/hauslg/__21.html

Teaser As a homeless foreigner, you can apply for
naturalization under simplified conditions.

Volltext Naturalization gives you German citizenship. This
makes you an equal citizen of the Federal Republic of
Germany with all rights and obligations.

With German citizenship you can, among other things

  • Exercise your right to vote in the municipalities, in
the federal states; to the German Bundestag and to the
European Parliament.
  • enjoy freedom of movement within the European
Union (EU), i.e. 
    • move freely within the EU,
    • be employed or self-employed in the EU and
    • travel to many countries outside the EU without a
visa.

You are a stateless foreign national

  • if you are stateless or
  • if you have the nationality of another country and 
    • had to leave your home country in connection with
the 2nd World War and
    • were legally and habitually resident in the area of
application of the Basic Law or Berlin (West) on
30.06.1950.

You also have the same status if you are the child of a
homeless foreigner and were legally and habitually
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resident in the Federal Republic of Germany on January
1, 1991.

Your spouse or registered partner and your underage
children will also be naturalized upon application, even
if they have not lived in Germany as long as you have.

Naturalization becomes effective when the
naturalization certificate is issued.

The competent authority is the citizenship authority in
your place of residence.

Erforderliche Unterlagen • Application for naturalization for homeless foreigners
  • Valid travel document for refugees, stateless
persons or foreigners
  • Documents relating to civil status, for example 
    • birth certificate
    • Marriage certificate or divorce decree, if necessary
with translation, legalization or apostille
  • Further documents may be required in individual
cases

Voraussetzungen • You are stateless or 
    • You have the nationality of another country and
had to leave your home country in connection with the
Second World War and were in the area of application
of the Basic Law or Berlin (West) on 30.06.1950, or
    • You are the child of a homeless foreigner and were
residing in the Federal Republic of Germany on
01.01.1991. You must have been born before
01.01.1991
  • You have been legally and habitually resident in
Germany for 7 years. Your spouse and your underage
children will be naturalized upon application, even if
they have not yet been legally and habitually resident
in Germany for 7 years.
  • You have not been convicted of a criminal offense. 
    • If you have been sentenced to a fine or to a juvenile
or prison sentence of up to one year, the execution of
which has been suspended, the conviction will not be
taken into account.
    • If you are currently under investigation on
suspicion of a criminal offence, the citizenship
authority will suspend the naturalization procedure
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until the proceedings have been concluded.

Kosten Verwaltungsgebühr: 51€
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/stag/__38.html
Verwaltungsgebühr: 255€
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/stag/__38.html
Verwaltungsgebühr: 25€ - 51€
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/stag/__38.html
Verwaltungsgebühr: 25€ - 255€
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/stag/__38.html
Notes:

  • The competent authority may grant a fee reduction
or exemption for reasons of fairness or public interest.
  • Additional costs may be incurred for the
procurement of documents, translations and
certifications.
  • Additional transfer fees may apply for transfers from
a foreign account

Verfahrensablauf

Bearbeitungsdauer

Frist

weiterführende
Informationen

https://www.bamf.de/DE/Themen/Integration/Zugewa
nderteTeilnehmende/Einbuergerung/einbuergerung-n
ode.html
https://www.integrationsbeauftragte.de/ib-de/ich-moe
chte-mehr-wissen-ueber/einbuergerung
https://www.justiz-dolmetscher.de/Recherche/de/Such
en
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/de/urkunden/20077
18

Hinweise

Rechtsbehelf • Appeal
  • Action before the competent administrative court

Kurztext • are homeless foreign nationals 
    • stateless persons or
    • persons with the nationality of another state who 
      • had to leave their homeland in connection with
the Second World War and were residing in the area of
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application of the Basic Law or Berlin (West) on
30.06.1950
      • children of homeless foreigners who were legally
and habitually resident in the Federal Republic of
Germany on 01.01.1991 are legally treated as
equivalent to these children
  • German citizenship with all rights and obligations is
acquired upon naturalization
  • German citizenship enables, for example 
    • the right to vote and stand for election in the
municipalities, in the federal states, to the German
Bundestag and to the European Parliament,
    • freedom of movement within the European Union
(EU), i.e. 
      • move freely within the EU
      • be employed or self-employed in the EU
      • travel to many countries outside the EU without a
visa
  • The spouse and underage children can be
naturalized upon application, even if they have not
lived in Germany for very long

Ansprechpunkt

Zuständige Stelle

Formulare

Ursprungsportal
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